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Making home on new shores
Salt spring island and the puget sound

Settling on the puget sound

The Puget Sound and Salish Sea region was highly disputed between the U.S. and Britain in the 1850's. To
claim it as their own, an American company established Belle Vue farm on San Juan Island and employed
several Hawaiians as shepherds. Several of these Hawaiian shepherds brought their wives and families with
them. The families on San Juan Island closely kept in touch with other communities of Kānaka who settled on
the British side of the Salish Sea, including Vancouver Island and Salt Spring Island.
> How does the role of Kānaka shepherds and families compare to the role of Americans and British people in
claiming and settling the Puget Sound and Salish Sea region?
A little hawAi'i

Being so far from home in Hawaiʻi, families tried as much as
possible to retain the pillars of ʻohana and community that
defined their lives before leaving for shores abroad. They
shared crops and home goods amongst each other, held
communal church and school services, and even sent for
newspapers from back home in the Hawaiian language. They
held much pride for their cultural heritage, as noted by the
Hamilton family, who were neighbors with the Hawaiians:
“…[they] brought their own flag with them over here I believe,
the Hawaiian flag… they all brought their guitars with them. I
think that you could have called this a little Hawaii along
here.”
> Even though they were far from Hawai'i, how did the
families stay connected to their culture and community?
> What are some of the ways that you and your family
celebrate your cultural heritage?
> The map shows the locations of Hawaiian families' homes
and farms on Salt Spring Island. What do you notice about
the locations on the map?

Puget Sound a large inlet of the Salish Sea, off of the Pacific Ocean; the current US-Canada
border runs through the Salish Sea
Kanaka or Kanaka Maoli Native Hawaiian person (singular)
Kānaka or Kānaka Maoli Native Hawaiian people (plural)
'ohana family; can be used to describe biological or community affiliations
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the role of music
ʻ

in the Hawai i diaspora

Music brings us together

There are accounts of music being played at the frequent lūʻau held by the Salt Spring Island Kānaka and
those employed at the Hudson’s Bay Company forts further south. Kanikapila lasted for hours as workers and
families shared music, food, and stories with each other.
Today, musicians in the Hawaiʻi-to-Pacific Northwest diaspora still play
an important role in creating common spaces of connection through
familiar songs and sounds. For example, Portland-based musician Uaia
Keola Napoleon (pictured) performs live music at local restaurants and
kanikapila gatherings, and also teaches ukulele classes.
> Why might the Kānaka in the Pacific Northwest in the 1800's have
frequently played music and held lūʻaus?
> What kinds of songs remind you of your home or family?
Kyla Uilaniokekaimalie Maunakea's Story

"My Native Hawaiian background is the fuel behind my music. My great
grandmother Kupuna Katherine Maunakea was a native Hawaiian
speaker and composer of over 100 songs. I was raised surrounded by
culture, art, music, and dance. At the age of 14, I studied bass and shortly
after became the bass player for 'Bruddah Kuz,' my father's band. Not
long after, I learned guitar and started composing my own songs.
In 2015, I left Hawaiʻi island to find my life's purpose. In Portland, I have
been able to collaborate with an array of artists. I write songs about my
friends, my experiences, the places that I go, the feelings I have felt. I
love to share my ALOHA. That is how we stay connected."
> How has music impacted Kyla's life?
> Try listening to one of Kyla's songs by searching her musician name
"Miss Killa" on Soundcloud. What do you notice about Kyla's songs?
> Try listening to one of Kyla's father's songs by searching his band name
"Bruddah Kuz" on YouTube. What do you notice about his songs?

diaspora
lūʻau
kanikapila
aloha

a population of people living beyond their original homeland, often involuntarily
modern term for potluck feast
live music, jam session to play music together
deep sense of oneness and compassion; from alo (face) and hā (breath)

FIVE OAKS MUSEUM |

DISplace Module 3: 'Ohana makes Home

far from home
with artwork by Kevin Matthew Kaunuali'i Kiesel

look closely

Take a whole minute to look
closely at the artwork by Kevin
Matthew Kaunuali'i Kiesel.
> What patterns can you see?
> How would you describe the
machine depicted?
> Based on the artwork, what words
do you think the artist would use to
describe traveling away from
home?
Art activity

Imagine you were moving far away.
First, invent a machine that would
transport you there. How would it
move (walk, swim, fly?) and what
mechanic parts would it need?
Sketch your machine.
Second, what would you bring with you to remind you of this
land you live in now? Think about the climate, the plants and
animals, the sounds and music. How would your machine
carry that with you? Add to your sketch, then draw the
background and color it all in!

Meet the artist

Kevin Matthew Kaunuali'i Kiesel grew
up in Wahiawa and moved to Seattle
for art school. He says: "I didn't see my
sci-fi art as belonging to Hawaiian art,
like surf art or whales and dolphins.
But you can be the kind of Hawaiian
that you want to be."
> If you could meet the artist, what
questions would you ask?

Kou EndeMech by Kevin Matthew Kaunuali'i Kiesel

hawaiian science fiction

An endemic species is a species that is
native to a particular place. The Kou
flower, which is wrapped around this
traveling mech as camouflage, is
endemic to Hawai'i.
> How does the artist stay connected to
Hawai'i while living in a new home on
the continent? What tells you that?
> When you think of science fiction,
what do you think of? How is this
artwork similar and different to the
science fiction that you thought of?
> How does this artwork imagine the
world in the future? What tells you that?
> After reading the artists' quote on the
left, what do you think should be
considered "Hawaiian art?"

