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ABOUT THE EXHIBITION

This IS Kalapuyan Land opened in 2019 as a physical museum exhibition by Guest

Curator Steph Littlebird Fogel (Grand Ronde, Kalapuya) and became an online

exhibition in 2020.

Fogel annotated panels from the museum’s prior exhibit on Kalapuyan peoples,

curated contemporary Native artwork into the exhibition, and added historical

content from David G. Lewis, Phd, who is a preeminent scholar on Western

Oregon tribes. The exhibition prompts critical thinking around representation of

Indigenous history and identity in non-Indigenous institutions.
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Introduction:

Key Vocabulary & Meet Steph 



Indigenous The original people who have lived in a place
since time immemorial, anywhere in the world.

Native American An indigenous person who belongs to a tribe in
the United States.

American Indian An indigenous person who belongs to a tribe in
the United States.

Indian What Columbus called Native Americans. This
word is hurtful to Native Americans but you will
see it in old books and places.

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Introduction

names

Underline the vocabulary words that you already know what they mean

Circle the vocabulary words that you have heard before but don't know

what they mean

Put a box around the vocabulary words that are completely new to you

Use your favorite vocab activity to practice these words!

Some Native Americans prefer to be called “American Indian,” some prefer

“Native American,” and others prefer “Indigenous person.” Why might a Native

person like or dislike each word?

What do you think that time immemorial (time beyond memory) means?

Settler A person who moves to a new place by
choice to stay there.



Reservation

tribes and land

Confederated

Tribes of Grand

Ronde

Tribal Affiliation

In the past, the U.S. forced Native Americans to
live only in certain areas of land. Today, these
areas belong to the tribes.

The U.S. forced 27 tribes to live on the Grand
Ronde reservation in the past. The tribes
included the Kalapuya. Today, the tribes
together are one nation.

The specific tribe that a specific Native
American person belongs to.

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Introduction

Why is tribal affiliation is the most accurate way to describe the Native

American identity and nationality of a specific Native American person?

Tribe A group of Native Americans who share a
language and a culture. Today, the tribe is a
nation.

Sometimes, the meaning of a word changes from the past to today. How has

the meaning of a tribe changed? 

Kalapuya The tribe that has lived in Oregon's Willamette
Valley since time immemorial.

Tualatin Kalapuya The preferred name today for the specific tribe
that has lived in Oregon's Tualatin Valley since
time immemorial. 

Atfalati The name that the Tualatin Kalapuya called
themselves before settlers came. 

Land

Acknowledgment
When a person or group says that a specific
land belongs to specific tribes.



Y O U  W I L L  N E E D :

Something to write with

Computer or smartphone to watch video at this link:

https://youtu.be/YNUZ2IE03rI

Meet Steph!
Video

INTRODUCTION

D I R E C T I O N S :

As you watch the video, take notes to respond to each question. 

Who is Steph Littlebird Fogel? What is her tribe?

How and why did Steph change the name of the exhibition?

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Introduction

https://youtu.be/YNUZ2IE03rI


What kind of art did Steph choose to put in the show?

What are you most

interested to learn about

Native history and art?

Why did Steph edit the text directly on the panels?

After watching the video, reflect on what topics Steph brought up that
you would like to learn more about.

What questions do you

have?

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Introduction
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what's on the map?

If you live in Oregon, Washington, or Idaho, you live in the area that the U.S.

used to call the Oregon Country before the area became three U.S. states.

Draw a star where you live on the map.

The map key explains the colors used on the map. Circle the map key.

The Pacific Ocean is labeled on the west side of the map. Circle the ocean.

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Tribes and Languages Map



tribes and languages map
Notice the words that Steph crossed

out on the original title of the map. 

If you live in Oregon, Washington, or

Idaho, you live in the area that the

U.S. used to call the Oregon Country

before the area became three U.S.

states. Britain and the U.S. both tried

to claim the Oregon Country, but the

map shows how many tribes already

lived here.

Kalapuyan land
The light orange area on this map shows

where the Kalapuya language is spoken.

Today, this area is called the Willamette

Valley. The tribes in each part of the

valley spoke a different dialect of the

Kalapuya language. There are many

ways of spelling Kalapuya, including

Calapooia. The Atfalati were the

northernmost band of the Kalapuya who

lived along the Tualatin River. They

spoke the Tualatin dialect.

Why do you think Steph crossed out the words in the original title of the

map?

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Tribes and Languages Map



chinuk wawa
With so many different languages in the

Pacific Northwest, a common trade

language was necessary. Chinuk Wawa

was spoken throughout the region by

tribes, trappers, traders, and missionaries.

It is made up of words from Chinook and

many tribal languages. When disparate

tribes were removed to the Grand Ronde

reservation, they spoke Chinuk Wawa to

create a new self-governing society

together. The language almost went

extinct when it was banned by U.S. agents. 

names of rivers
The Willamette River was called Walamet,

meaning to “spill or pour water” by the

Kalapuya. The Columbia River was

traditionally called Nchi’wana, meaning

"the big river." 

In 1792, American ship captain Robert

Gray renamed the big river after his ship,

the Columbia Rediviva. The ship was

named after Christopher Columbus.

Think about names of places near you. What places are named Native

words? What places are named after settlers?

Today, the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde teach Chinuk Wawa

in school so a new generation grows up speaking the shared language. 

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Tribes and Languages Map



Persuasive Writing

Write a persuasive paragraph using facts to convince someone to support

your opinion. Be sure to include an introduction sentence and a

conclusion.

List key facts to prepare your writing:

The names of places and things have an impact. Do you think that the big

river should be renamed back to its native name, Nchi'wana? Or, do you think

that the big river should keep its settler name, Columbia? Why or why not?

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Tribes and Languages Map
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Art analysis & projects:

Angelica Trimble Yanu (oglala lakota)
pair with TRIBES AND LANGUAGES MAP



THINK

Art is a way to communicate. What do you think this artwork is saying?
Point to what you saw in the artwork that supports your thinking.

View artwork at this link:

https://fiveoaksmuseum.org/wp-

content/uploads/2020/03/DSC_

8888-web.jpg

LOOK SLOWLY

Write what you see in the artwork here.
(colors, shapes, objects/characters, and
anything else you see!)

The Sun Bathed Everything
By Angelica Trimble Yanu
(Oglala Lakota)

ART ANALYSIS

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Angelica Trimble Yanu

https://fiveoaksmuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/DSC_8888-web.jpg


REFLECT

Now that you read about the artist, reflect on what you think the art is
saying. What changed and what stayed the same in your thinking? 

Underline what you read in the artist profile that supports your reflection. 

MEET THE ARTIST

WONDER

What do you still wonder about this artwork or the artist?

GREAT JOB!

You observed the artwork, used your observations to support your
thinking, read and reflected on the artist, and wondered even further.

Next, read the artist profile for Angelica Trimble Yanu. What most
interested you in the profile and why?

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Angelica Trimble Yanu



Angelica Trimble Yanu
Angelica Trimble Yanu is a

printmaker. She spreads black ink in

swirling shapes, then she presses

paper onto the ink to make a print.

Sometimes she leaves the print as a

2D artwork. Other times, she crumples

the paper into sculptural objects.

Angelica is Oglala Lakota from the

Pine Ridge Reservation in South

Dakota. She now lives in Portland,

Oregon.

Land and memory
Oglala Lakota land is in the mountains

of South Dakota. Angelica says,

"landscapes communicate memory."

The mountains' layers of ancient rocks

remind her of how long her tribe has

lived on that land. Even though she

lives far away, Angelica always

remembers this land in her art.

Artist Profile
This IS Kalapuyan Land: Angelica Trimble Yanu



legacy of wounded knee
In 1893, the U.S. army massacred 300

Lakota at a place called Wounded Knee on

the Pine Ridge Reservation.

Eighty years later, Angelica's grandfather

Albert Trimble was president of the

reservation. He co-led an occupation of

Wounded Knee by 200 Oglala Lakota to

protest ongoing unfair treatment and

broken promises by the U.S. government.

They stayed for 71 days.

a special word
One word in the Lakota language is

special to Angelica. The word "Lyeska"

means an interpreter between two

worlds. Sometimes a lyeska translates

between the spiritual world and the

human world. Or, a lyeska can

communicate between the Lakota

world and the settler world. Art can be

a type of lyeska. In this image,

Angelica's sculptural print is situated

on Oglala Lakota land.

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Angelica Trimble Yanu



The Oglala Lakota tribe is from the mountains around the Southeast part of

the Missouri River. Today this state is called South Dakota. Color in where

the Oglala Lakota tribe is from.

on the map

Angelica currently lives south of the Columbia River in Portland, Oregon.

Draw a star where Angelica lives today.

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Angelica Trimble Yanu



M A T E R I A L S  N E E D E D

Scissors or utility knife

Piece of cardboard, about the size of a greeting card

Black paint (or any color!)

White paper

Optional: computer or smartphone to view artwork at this link:

https://fiveoaksmuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/DSC_8888-web.jpg

The striped swirls and patterns in Angelica Trimble Yanu's art look like tree rings
and the hills of South Dakota, where the Oglala Lakota tribe is from.

Use scissors or a utility knife to
cut one edge of the cardboard
into serrations, like the notches
on a castle or like zigzag
mountains. This step could be
done by an adult.

Dip the serrated edge of the
cardboard into the black
paint.

Use the cardboard like a
paintbrush to make swirling
tree rings and layered
landscapes on the white
paper.

The Sun Bathed Everything
By Angelica Trimble Yanu
(Oglala Lakota)

I n s p i r e d  b y :

ART PROJECT 1

S W I R L S  A N D  R I N G S

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Angelica Trimble Yanu

https://fiveoaksmuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/DSC_8888-web.jpg


Aluminum foil and tape; or cookie sheet

Ink; or paint (any colors)

Ink brayer; or empty paper towel roll; or rolling pin

Q-tip; or blunt pencil

White paper

Optional: computer or smartphone to view artwork at this link:

https://fiveoaksmuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/DSC_8888-web.jpg

M A T E R I A L S  N E E D E D

Monotyping is a type of printmaking made by drawing with ink on a smooth
surface, then pressing a sheet of paper onto the inked surface to create a print. 

Tape a sheet of aluminum foil to
a table with a tape border, or
skip this step and use a cookie
sheet.

Squeeze ink directly onto the
foil or cookie sheet, then roll it
out with an ink brayer to fill
the whole rectangle. 

Use a q-tip or blunt pencil to
draw your image. 

The Sun Bathed Everything
By Angelica Trimble Yanu
(Oglala Lakota)

I n s p i r e d  b y :

ART PROJECT 2 

M O N O T Y P E  P R I N T

Press a sheet of paper onto
the ink drawing. Gently rub,
then pull away to reveal the
print. 

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Angelica Trimble Yanu

https://fiveoaksmuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/DSC_8888-web.jpg
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This IS Kalapuyan Land: Kalapuyan Lifeways

what's on the panels?

What do you notice about the pictures? How would you describe them?

Steph underlined a key section in blue. It says "Under Kalapuya stewardship,

the Willamette Valley was a carefully mandaged landscape designed and

controlled by fire and harvesting. Circle the underlined section.



Kalapuyan Lifeways

Camas has purple flowers and

underground bulbs. In spring,

Kalapuyans use a kupin stick to dig up

enough bulbs to eat, store for winter,

and trade with other tribes.

Harvesting just enough and leaving

plenty in the ground meant that

camas would grow back the next

year. After it is baked, camas tastes

sweet! 

fire
Every fall, Kalapuyans purposefully

set controlled burns. The fire returns

the nutrients from the plants back

into the soil, so more camas grows

each year in the fertile soil. Large

trees like oaks withstand the fire

while small brush is burned away.

This makes travel easier, reduces

insects, and helps oak trees grow.

The burns created oak savannahs

across the Willamette Valley. 

harvesting

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Kalapuyan Lifeways



wapato
Wapato grows in the shallow water

of wetlands, where beavers and

frogs swim. It has big, arrow-shaped

leaves and tubers like small

potatoes. People from many Pacific

Northwest tribes wade into the

water and harvest wapato by

dislodging the tubers with their feet.

Over a dozen Tualatin Kalapuyan

winter villages were located near

Wapato Lake in present-day

Gaston, Oregon. 

cedar
Cedar has very straight grains.

Kalapuyans peeled off the bark and

chipped off strips of wood without

cutting down the whole tree. Cedar

forests grew tall and old.

Kalapuyans twist and weave the

bark into sturdy baskets, waterproof

clothing, and strong rope. They

build canoes, plankhouses and

furniture from cedar wood.

How do Kalapuyan lifeways work with the specific land and climate of this

region?

What activities do you do in each season? What activities did Kalapuyans do

in each season?

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Kalapuyan Lifeways



dentalium shells
Dentalium shells were currency

throughout the Pacific Northwest.

Dentalium jewelry shows the high

status and wealth of the person

wearing it. The hollow shells grow

in one place on Vancouver Island in

Canada. There, Nuu-chah-nulth

peoples harvested the shells and

traded them across vast distances

between many tribes.

"callapuya man"
This historic drawing was created

by an European explorer in the

1840s. In the drawing, a Kalapuyan

man is wearing a hat, an elk hide

robe, and European style shoes. He

is carrying a long bow and a quiver

made of seal skin. This shows that

Kalapuyans traded with Europeans

and with Chinook tribes along the

river.

What might the artist have wanted to communicate to viewers through this

drawing? What makes you think that?

How were tribes across the Pacific Northwest connected to one another?

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Kalapuyan Lifeways

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuu-chah-nulth_people


Write an expository paragraph to explain the facts without including your

opinion. Be sure to include an introduction sentence and a conclusion.

Expository Writing
There is a myth that Native peoples did not purposely shape the environment.

If you met someone who believed this, how would you use facts about the

lifeways of Kalapuyan peoples to show the truth and stop the myth?

List key facts to prepare your writing:

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Kalapuyan Lifeways
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THINK

Art is a way to communicate. What do you think this artwork is saying?
Point to what you saw in the artwork that supports your thinking.

View artwork at this link:

https://fiveoaksmuseum.org/wp-

content/uploads/2020/03/2020-04-

17-Five-Oaks-TIKL-041-web-2.jpg

LOOK SLOWLY

Write what you see in the artwork here.
(colors, shapes, objects/characters, and
anything else you see!)

S.O.S.
By Derrick Lawvor
(Modoc)

ART ANALYSIS

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Derrick Lawvor

https://fiveoaksmuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2020-04-17-Five-Oaks-TIKL-041-web-2.jpg


REFLECT

Now that you read about the artist, reflect on what you think the art is
saying. What changed and what stayed the same in your thinking? 

Underline what you read in the artist profile that supports your reflection. 

MEET THE ARTIST

WONDER

What do you still wonder about this artwork or the artist?

GREAT JOB!

You observed the artwork, used your observations to support your
thinking, read and reflected on the artist, and wondered even further.

Next, read the artist profile for Derrick Lawvor. What most interested you
in the profile and why?

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Derrick Lawvor



derrick lawvor

Derrick is a sculptor. He is Modoc and a

member of the Klamath Tribes in

Southern Oregon. 

He currently lives in Beaverton, Oregon

where he works as a Trimet mechanic.

Derrick enjoys spending time with his

wife, who is pictured with him here.

Salmon
Many Pacific Northwest tribes have

fished for salmon since time

immemorial. Salmon spend their lives in

the ocean, then swim inland to spawn

and die in rivers. Today, Oregon salmon

are endangered due to water pollution

and dams blocking the rivers. Some

people protest against dams and

pollution to protect salmon.

Artist Profile
This IS Kalapuyan Land: Derrick Lawvor



seasonal round
Modoc peoples lived around the lava beds

on both sides of what is now the California-

Oregon border. In Spring, they wove tule

reeds into boats, baskets, and fishing nets

weighted with lava rocks to catch spawning

fish. In Summer, they hunted and gathered

nuts and  berries in the forests. In Fall, they

prepared food to weather the freezing

winter storms. Safe inside permanent earth

lodges, elders told stories and sang songs

to young people all winter long.

Both sides of the dam
Derrick says, "One side of my family relied

on work from the farms and the other side

are members of the Klamath Tribes." The

farms need water for the cattle. Four

dams are being removed from the Klamath

River by 2024 so that salmon can spawn

again. Derrick says he understands "the

agony of both sides."

A contemporary tule reed canoe

A dam on the Klamath River

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Derrick Lawvor



Modoc peoples lived north of the Sacramento River on both sides of what is

now the California-Oregon border. Color in where the Modoc tribe is

originally from.

on the map

Derrick currently lives south of the Columbia River in Beaverton, Oregon.

Draw a star where Derrick lives today.

The U.S. government split up the Modoc tribe to two reservations. Now

there are two Modoc tribes. One is part of the Klamath Tribes. It is on

Klamath land in Oregon immediately north of the Modoc tribe's original

homeland. The other is called Modoc Nation in northeast Oklahoma. Draw

two "X"s where the two Modoc tribes are located today.

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Derrick Lawvor



Regular pencil

White paper

Ruler

Colored pencils or markers

Optional: computer or smartphone to view artwork at this link:

https://fiveoaksmuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2020-04-17-Five-

Oaks-TIKL-041-web-2.jpg

M A T E R I A L S  N E E D E D

A seasonal round is a yearly cycle of food and activities. Different tribes have
different seasonal rounds because they live in different lands and climates. Salmon
is an important part of many Oregon tribes' seasonal rounds. You will create a
seasonal round for your own life and culture.

Draw a circle that fills the whole
paper. You could trace a round
object or use a compass. 

Using a ruler, divide the circle
into 12 slices. Each slice
represents a month. Label the
months. 

I N S P I R E D  B Y :

ART PROJECT 1

In each slice, draw the foods
and activities that you do
every year during that month.
Think about holidays and
when different foods are
harvested. Color with pencils
or markers.

S.O.S.
By Derrick Lawvor
(Modoc)

S E A S O N A L  R O U N D S

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Derrick Lawvor

https://fiveoaksmuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2020-04-17-Five-Oaks-TIKL-041-web-2.jpg


Colored Pencils

White paper

Recycled materials (paper towel rolls, bottle

caps, pipe cleaners, etc) 

Paper strips (can be scrap paper)

Paper mache paste, made out of flour or glue

Optional: computer or smartphone to view

artwork at this link:

https://fiveoaksmuseum.org/wp-

content/uploads/2020/03/2020-04-17-Five-

Oaks-TIKL-041-web-2.jpg

M A T E R I A L S  N E E D E D

By painting the colors and patterns of an Oregon endangered species onto a bone,
Derrick Lawvor points out what will happen if we do not take action. 

Research an endangered
species in Oregon and observe
its color and patterns. 

Draw the outline of any type
of bone and color it with the
colors and patterns of your
Oregon endangered species. 

I N S P I R E D  B Y :

Then create 3D paper mache
sculpture. Use recycled
materials to shape an inner
structure for your bone
sculpture. 

S.O.S.
By Derrick Lawvor
(Modoc)

E N D A N G E R E D  B O N E S

ART PROJECT 2

Cover the inner structure in
paper strips and paper mache
paste Make sure there are no
gaps!

Let it dry, then paint in the
colors and patterns of your
Oregon endangered species. 

Find out what humans can do
to help that species survive
and share with family and
friends.

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Derrick Lawvor

https://fiveoaksmuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2020-04-17-Five-Oaks-TIKL-041-web-2.jpg
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broken treaties



what's on the panels?

When does the timeline start and end? What years are most of Steph and

David's notes in?

The original timeline panel had a lot of settler history. Steph worked with Dr.

David G. Lewis, a Kalapuyan scholar, to add important tribal history to the

timeline. Circle the white notes with tribal history.

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Broken Treaties



Broken Treaties
Euro-American settlers invaded Native

lands. Most believed that Native peoples

were not even “people.” They ignored

Native laws and rights. They did not help

when thousands of Native people got sick

with diseases that the settlers brought. The

Donation Land Claim Act gave 640 acres in

Oregon for free to married Euro-American

couples. This happened before any treaties

were made with Native tribes. 

Making Treaties
A treaty is a legal agreement between two

nations. In 1855, the U.S. government forced

27 separate bands and tribes, including the

Kalapuya, to sign treaties to move to one

reservation called Grand Ronde. They were

promised over 60,000 acres of forested

land in the Coast Range. Each tribe did not

get its own reservation. The U.S. fought

wars against the tribes that tried to stay on

their ancestral homeland. 

settler invasion

Should a nation follow a treaty that it was forced to sign? Why or why not?

How do Native and settler perspectives compare about the arrival of settlers

in Oregon?

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Broken Treaties



27 tribes and bands had to move to the

Grand Ronde Reservation. Together,

the tribes created their own

government. Life on the reservations in

the 1800s was very hard. Native people

were not allowed to leave without a

pass. They had to start farming crops.

Traditional practices like controlled

burns were banned. In the treaties, the

U.S. had promised food and medicine,

but didn't send enough for everyone.

termination
In 1954, the U.S. Government

terminated tribal status. Tribes lost their

rights and their reservation land.

According to the government, tribes no

longer existed. The treaties were

broken. Many people struggled to stay

connected to their tribe and culture.

Some Natives moved away from

reservation land to cities. Tribes fought

to get their status back in court, like in

this picture.

Life on the reservation

Why might termination have caused people to struggle to stay connected to

their tribe and culture?

In what ways did the reservation system change Native peoples' lives?

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Broken Treaties



Grand Ronde's tribal status was

restored in 1983. Today, the

Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde is

a sovereign nation. As a nation, it has

its own government, schools, and laws.

9,811 acres of the original reservation

were restored. Tribal members live on

the reservation and around the world. 

Some tribes are still fighting in court to

get their status back today. 

Land back
Across Turtle Island, more and more

Native peoples are calling for Land

Back. Land Back means that the land is

returned to Indigenous control and

protection. Indigenous land defenders

speak out against violence towards the

land and Indigenous women by

blocking oil pipeline construction

routes. They reclaim land and restore

native plant habitats.

grand ronde today

Why might Indigenous people call for Land Back?

How is Grand Ronde able to serve its tribal members by being a sovereign

nation?

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Broken Treaties



Persuasive Writing
Who has responsibility for the land greatly affects everyone on it. Do you think

that the U.S. should give Land Back to Indigenous peoples? Or, do you think

that the U.S. should not give Land Back? Why or why not? 

Write a persuasive paragraph using facts to convince someone to support

your opinion. Be sure to include an introduction sentence and a

conclusion.

List key facts to prepare your writing:

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Broken Treaties
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THINK

Art is a way to communicate. What do you think this artwork is saying?
Point to what you saw in the artwork that supports your thinking.

View artwork at this link:

https://fiveoaksmuseum.org/wp-

content/uploads/2020/04/DSC_

8885-web.jpg

LOOK SLOWLY

Write what you see in the artwork here.
(colors, shapes, objects/characters, and
anything else you see!)

Floating Loksi'
By Phillip Thomas 
(Chickasaw)

ART ANALYSIS

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Phillip Thomas

https://fiveoaksmuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/DSC_8885-web.jpg


REFLECT

Now that you read about the artist, reflect on what you think the art is
saying. What changed and what stayed the same in your thinking? 

Underline what you read in the artist profile that supports your reflection. 

MEET THE ARTIST

WONDER

What do you still wonder about this artwork or the artist?

GREAT JOB!

You observed the artwork, used your observations to support your
thinking, read and reflected on the artist, and wondered even further.

Next, read the artist profile for Phillip Thomas. What most interested you
in the profile and why?

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Phillip Thomas



Phillip Thomas
Phillip is a painter and a paint-

maker too. He enjoys mixing colored

mineral powder with linseed oil to

create thick oil paint. Phillip also

loves animals, especially his loyal

dog. He is Chickasaw, a tribe

originally from Mississippi. The tribe

survived forced removal to

Oklahoma, where many Chickasaw

people live today. In his own life,

Phillip has moved many times and

now lives in Portland, Oregon.

Artist Profile

turtle island

Many Indigenous people have a

special name for the continent of

North America: Turtle Island. The

name originated from Iroquois and

Lenape stories about the earth being

formed on the back of a turtle. Today,

people of all tribes use the name

Turtle Island. The name reminds all

people that Indigenous peoples lived

here long before the continent was

named "North America" by Europeans.

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Phillip Thomas



Stomp dance

Phillip says "turtles are really important in

my culture." Stomp dancing is a deep

religious practice. Men sing the prayers

and women keep the rhythm by dancing.

Dancers wear rattles made from turtle

shells or metal cans. The use of turtle shells

shows gratitude to the animal world for

providing so many good things for the

people. Loksi' means "turtle" in Chickasaw.

Despite being forbidden in the past to

dance and speak their language, the

Chickasaws kept their heritage alive in

secret. Today, Chickasaws dance and

speak the Chickasaw language with pride.

stolen land,
stolen people

In the 1830s, the U.S. government forced

the Chickasaw tribe and four other tribes

to walk from their Southern homelands to

reservations in Oklahoma. Thousands of

people died on this Trail of Tears. The U.S.

gave the Native land to white settlers to

grow cotton. The settlers forced

kidnapped Africans to pick the cotton. To

show the U.S. that they were "civilized,"

the five tribes also enslaved Africans. 

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Phillip Thomas



The Chickasaw tribe is originally from the land to the east of the southern

part of the Mississippi river. Today this state is called Mississippi. Color in

where the Chickasaw tribe is originally from.

on the map

Phillip currently lives south of the Columbia River in Portland, Oregon. Draw

a star where Phillip lives today.

The U.S. government forced the Chickasaw tribe to walk to a reservation

north of the Red River. Today this state is called Oklahoma. Many

Chickasaw tribal members continue to live here. Use a different color for

where the Chickasaw tribe is located today.

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Phillip Thomas



Pencil 

White paper

Colored pencils; or markers; or paint

Optional: computer or smartphone to view artwork at this link:

https://fiveoaksmuseum.org/wp-

content/uploads/2020/04/DSC_8885-web.jpg

M A T E R I A L S  N E E D E D

Phillip Thomas imagines a traveling home that reminds him of where he is from, no
matter where he moves.

Imagine a traveling home that
carries a reminder of where you
are from, no matter where you
go. What is it shaped like, how
does it connect to the land and
climate, how does it sound and
smell? 

Add the background. What
landscape is your home
traveling through?

I N S P I R E D  B Y :

ART PROJECT Floating Loksi'
By Phillip Thomas 
(Chickasaw)

Sketch your traveling home in
pencil on paper. 

Use markers or colored pencil to
color your drawing. Or, transform
your sketch into a larger painting. 

A  T R A V E L I N G  H O M E

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Phillip Thomas
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Family Separation



This IS Kalapuyan Land: Family Separation

what's on the panels?

Steph wrote in red on the three pictures of native kids at boarding school to

emphasize what these schools did. Circle where Steph wrote "Forced to

Leave," "Taken from their homes," and "Forced to Assimilate."

Steph added a title to the section about boarding schools. Circle the title

"Family Separation"



Family Separation

In order to destroy Native cultures,

Native children were taken from their

homes and sent to boarding schools.

One of these schools was in Forest

Grove, Oregon. At the boarding

schools, the kids were forced to

assimilate. They had to cut their hair

and wear western-style clothes. They

had to speak English only, not their

native languages. They had to practice

Christianity. They were separated by

gender to learn work like cleaning and

carpentry. 

taken from their homes

Why might European-Americans have supported the boarding schools?

Should children ever be taken from their families? Why or why not?

How did the boarding schools try to destroy Native cultures?

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Family Separation



The second Indigenous boarding school in

the whole country was in Forest Grove,

Oregon. 310 students from 30 different

tribes went to the Forest Grove School

from 1880 to 1885. Then the school moved

to Salem, Oregon where it still exists today.

The kids had to build the dormitory houses

and classrooms from scratch. Some of the

students died from diseases. They never

got to go home again. Other students

grew up and used what they learned to

stand up for their tribes. 

forest grove school

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Family Separation

This group of eleven Spokane children was photographed on

their first day at the Forest Grove school. What emotions do

you think they are feeling? What tells you that?

forced to leave



Kids Today
Many traditions, languages, and lives

were lost because of the boarding

schools. Still, pieces of Native cultures

survived. Kids spoke their native

languages in secret. Elders passed on

stories. Today, kids can proudly learn

traditions like canoeing and dancing,

and play video games or go

skateboarding. They can make art and

speak up for the land and Native rights.

What role does connection to family and elders play in passing on culture?

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Family Separation

This is the same group of Spokane children after seven months

at the Forest Grove school. How does it compare to the

previous photograph?

forced to assimilate



Personal Writing
Learning about Native boarding schools can make us feel a lot of emotions.

Some people feel sad, shocked, angry, scared, numb, a mix of everything, or

some other emotion. Notice how you are feeling. 

Write a personal paragraph reflecting on how you are feeling. Be sure to

include an introduction sentence and a conclusion.

List key points to prepare your writing:

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Family Separation
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THINK

Art is a way to communicate. What do you think this artwork is saying?
Point to what you saw in the artwork that supports your thinking.

View artwork at this link:

https://fiveoaksmuseum.org/wp-

content/uploads/2020/04/2020-

04-17-Five-Oaks-TIKL-026-web.jpg

LOOK SLOWLY

Write what you see in the artwork here.
(colors, shapes, objects/characters, and
anything else you see!)

Beaded Yoke
By Carol Haskins
(Grand Ronde)

ART ANALYSIS

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Carol Haskins

https://fiveoaksmuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/2020-04-17-Five-Oaks-TIKL-026-web.jpg


REFLECT

Now that you read about the artist, reflect on what you think the art is
saying. What changed and what stayed the same in your thinking? 

Underline what you read in the artist profile that supports your reflection. 

MEET THE ARTIST

WONDER

What do you still wonder about this artwork or the artist?

GREAT JOB!

You observed the artwork, used your observations to support your
thinking, read and reflected on the artist, and wondered even further.

Next, read the artist profile for Carol Haskins. What most interested you in
the profile and why?

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Carol Haskins



Carol Haskins

Carol Haskins is a master

beadworker. She beads intricate

animals and symbols into her

wearable art. Carol is also a

teacher of beadwork, cultural

stories, and American Sign

Language. She is from Grand

Ronde, Oregon, and lives in

Portland, Oregon. 

beautiful regalia

At pow wows, Native people from

many tribes come together to

celebrate, dance, and sing.

Dancers from young to old wear

beautiful beaded regalia. They

show their skills while drummers

play and sing. Many Native

people also wear special regalia

at important events, like

graduations.

Artist Profile
This IS Kalapuyan Land: Carol Haskins



teaching culture

Carol tells cultural stories while she

teaches how to make regalia and

beadwork to community members at

Grand Ronde. 

She says, “Teaching beadwork in Native

community creates a sense of family;

carrying on connections like the

ancestors did.” 

from guam to
grand ronde

Haskins’ father is from Grand Ronde. He

served in the U.S. military and was

stationed on a base in Guam, where he

met Carol's mom. Guam is a Pacific

island that is currently a U.S. territory. The

island is governed by the U.S., but the

people do not have the same rights as a

state or an independent country. 

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Carol Haskins



on the map

The Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde is made up of multiple tribes whose

homelands range through all of the Willamette Valley in Western Oregon.

Color in where the multiple tribes that make up the Confederated Tribes

of Grand Ronde are from.

Carol is from Grand Ronde, Oregon, which is south of the Columbia River in

current-day northwest Oregon. Draw a star where Carol is from.

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Carol Haskins



Fold the paper into quarters, then
unfold. Use a ruler to draw a
diamond by drawing lines from the
folded corners like in this picture:

Think about a symbol you would
like to give to a friend or loved one.
For example, a bear for strength.. 

Draw and color your symbol in the
diamond. Make sure you color in the
entire diamond.

I N S P I R E D  B Y :

ART PROJECT Beaded Yoke
By Carol Haskins
(Grand Ronde)

M A T E R I A L S  N E E D E D

Colored pencils; or markers; or crayons

Ruler

White paper

Optional: computer or smartphone to view artwork at this link:

https://fiveoaksmuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/2020-04-17-

Five-Oaks-TIKL-026-web.jpg

Some of the diamond pieces depicting animals and symbols on Carol's yoke were
given to her by important women in her life. Each piece takes a lot of time and care
to bead.

A  G I F T  O F  C A R E

Gift your artwork to a friend or loved
one. 

This IS Kalapuyan Land: Carol Haskins
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