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Interpreting the Five Oaks Historic Site
Two ways the museum is reinterpreting the site in 2022
Recently, Five Oaks Museum received a
grant from the Oregon State Parks and
Recreation Department to reinterpret the
Five Oaks historic site.
Located near today's Brookwood exit off of
Highway 26, the Five Oaks historic site has
been a gathering place for over 500 years.
One enormous, ancient oak (marked with a
pink dot in the image) still stands,
surrounded by four replanted younger oaks.
In the museum world, interpretation means how we communicate and tell stories about
things. With this grant, we will create two new pieces of interpretation of the site.
One, we will replace the weathered signage,
created by the museum in 1999, with a new
sign that honors the Five Oaks' significance to
Oregon's ecology, Kalapuyan lifeways, and
settlement over the years. The new sign will
include Spanish and English, and feature an
original oak savanna illustration by local artist
Aki Ruiz.
Two, we will create place-based educational
materials that feature the history and science
of the site. These materials will be distributed
to Washington County schools.

We're grateful to Oregon State Parks and Recreation for their support and to the
Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde for their input on this project. We can't wait to reveal
the updated signage and educational materials in late spring 2022!

About the Five Oaks Historic Site
Five centuries of growth and change
For centuries, people, plants, and animals have all come together under the Five Oaks.
Here's a brief introduction to the historic site.

Habitat and Home
For most of their life, the Five Oaks were
part of an oak savanna. Over a thousand
species of plants, animals, and insects call
oak savannas home.
Oak savanna is a human-made habitat that
once covered millions of acres, but today is
an endangered habitat. It was engineered by
Indigenous Kalapuyans through prescribed
burns and intentional harvesting.
An oak savanna

Chatakuin
Tualatin Kalapuyans named this group of
trees Chatakuin, Place of the Heavy Stone.
Every fall, Kalapuyan people return to collect
acorns and grind them with heavy stone
mortar bowls and pestles. Today, Kalapuyan
descendants belong to the Confederated
Tribes of Grand Ronde.
Kalapuya mortars and pestles

Witness to Change
Since the 1800s, the Five Oaks have
witnessed much change. They served as a
meeting place for fur trappers and settlers,
stood as sentinels over hundreds of hay
harvests, and watched decades of traffic go
by on Highway 26.
Over the years, four of the oak trees have
fallen, but there's no telling how many of
their descendants live on in the valley today.

Two of the Five Oaks in the 1970s,
courtesy of the Berger family

Walking with Community History
#StandUpFG is at 6 THPRD parks, now through June
The Museo Ambulante, or Walking Museum,
brings community history to life through an
interactive outdoor museum experience.
The Museo explores Latinx youth activism in
the Willamette Valley by examining the
historic 2016 #StandUpFG walkout that
sparked a state-wide movement for equity
and racial justice in education.
Visitors will be able to interact by walking
and using their mobile devices to scan QR
codes printed on the signs. Those QR codes,
in turn, will route visitors to photographs,
videos, art, poetry, chants, slogans, and
other ephemera created by youth in support
of the walkout.

More info
here.

Giving Care to the Land and Trees
We're planting seeds (metaphorically!) with your support
This year, we are bringing more care to the Five
Oaks Historic Site.
The grant-funded project to update the signage is
only the beginning. Over the course of the year,
we will be creating new learning materials and
programs around the site's history and ecology.
Your gift can help this site be cherished for
generations to come.

Click here to give
today
*** Save the Date for the Museum Showcase ***
Thursday, May 12, 2022

The Gathering Place
Museum & Community Updates
Interpreting Place course at PSU
Our Cultural Resources Manager, Mariah Berlanga-Shevchuk, and Cultural Resources
Committee member Jordan Rosenblum are co-teaching a course at PSU this semester.
Working with downtown Portland as the subject, students will choose a site near the PSU
campus and develop a proposal for a public installation that engages its history. Students
will be introduced to the creative process of designing interpretive experiences, from
research and conceptualization to site rendering and experiential graphic design.

February 18, 2022: History Roundtable quarterly meeting
History Roundtable is a group for regional history practitioners and organizations that
meets quarterly, hosted by Five Oaks Museum. The next meeting is February 18 at 1:30
pm. Reply to this newsletter if interested in attending.

Community Update: New Projects by Mekdes Hilete
Mekdes Hilete, who shared her story on The Immigrant Story and graduated from
Jefferson High School in 2020, is sharing updates and seeking support in her speaking
and writing projects. Details here.

Student Opportunity: Minoru Yasui Essay Submissions
The 2022 Minoru Yasui Student Essay Contest for middle and high school students is
now open. This year's theme is Taking a Stand: "What are the duties, responsibilities,
and/or obligations of an individual or group in US society in taking a stand against racism
and discrimination?" The deadline for submission is March 1, 2022. Details and
registration here.

Artist Opportunity: 2022 Open Call for Lift Program Applications
The Native Arts and Cultures Foundation (NACF) is accepting applications for the LIFT–
Early Career Support for Native Artists program. Individual Native artists in a variety of
disciplines are encouraged to apply. The deadline for applications is March 16, 2022.
Details here.

Career Opportunity: Oregon Historical Society is hiring
Oregon Historical Society is hiring 4 job positions: Education and Programs Manager,
Event Coordinator, Facilities Deputy Director, and Reference Librarian. Details here.

Thanks for being part of our journey.
Join our community on social media:







