
#StandUpFG Module 3:

History Making
How does #StandUpFG fit into the larger history of Latinx
activism in Oregon?

LATINX YOUTH ACTIVISM 
IN THE WILLAMETTE VALLEY

#StandUpFG



El Colegio
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El Colegio

Colegio Cesar Chavez operated in Mt. Angel, Oregon
from 1973-1983. Known as El Colegio, the college was
the first (and one of the only) Chicano-run higher
education institutions to receive accreditation from a
governing body. It was part of an educational
movement called “College Without Walls,” which
emphasized applied learning through internships and
independent study.

In a 2013 oral history, El Colegio alum Vangie Sanchez
describes the college as “the best opportunity for us
to belong somewhere,” adding that the school created
“a good feeling” because her instructors shared her
language and culture. In 1977, Colegio Cesar Chavez
graduated more Chicanx students than the University
of Oregon and Oregon State University combined.

> What factors made Colegio Cesar Chavez so
impactful on Chicanx students?  

Cesar Chavez

 

Chicano/a/x

accreditation

MEChA

Mexican-American labor and civil rights activist; led the United Farm Workers union in the 1960s

by organizing direct action such as strikes and boycotts

a person of Mexican descent born in the United States

certification that an educational institution meets formal requirements for academic quality

a national student organization with origins in the Chicano Movement; acronym for Movimiento

Estudiantil Chicanx de Aztlán.

Colegio Cesar Chavez faced financial challenges that
eventually led to its closure. The fight to save  El
Colegio brought together Chicanx students from
across the Willamette Valley for a common cause,
setting the groundwork for future mobilizations by
Latinx youth.

While the college’s success was short-lived, its
impact on the Chicano community in the Willamette
Valley is difficult to exaggerate. Colegio Cesar
Chavez trained a generation of education and labor
activists, including those who launched Centro
Cultural of Washington County, PCUN (Pineros y
Campesinos Unidos del Noroeste), and the
Willamette Valley Immigration Project.

> How did El Colegio lay the foundation for future
Latinx and Chicanx activism in the Willamette Valley?

Colegio Cesar Chavez and MEChA of University of Oregon students
picket in support of El Colegio in the early 1980's. 

Bilingual recruitment poster for Colegio Cesar Chavez from 1976.



El Floricanto and The Calendar

El Floricanto

One of Colegio Cesar Chavez's most impactful
achievements was the Chicano art created by students
and staff. In an oral history, alum Hector Hinojosa
described a campus brimming with “beautiful artwork of
the Mayan temples and the Olmecs and the Aztecs." The
murals at El Colegio depicted scenes from throughout
Latin American history. Muralism became an important
part of Chicanismo and the Chicano Movement.

> Based on the quote and picture, how would you
describe Chicano art?

Floricanto

Chicanismo

Chicano Movement/

El Movimiento

a form of Chicano poetic expression; merges the Spanish words for flower and song 

pride in one's heritage as a Chicano or Mexican-American

a civil rights movement of Mexican-Americans in the 1960s-1970s that established Chicano

identity; organized for rights for farmworkers, educational reform, and rejecting assimilation

Colegio Cesar Chavez students in front of a mural they painted.

the calendar

Carlos Manriquez, a professor at Colegio Cesar Chavez, created an
annual calendar that included a timeline of important events in Chicano
history. Each event appears as part of a twelve month cycle. This
rejection of linear time and embrace of circular time reflects the
influence of Aztec mythology on the Chicano Movement. 

Here are a few examples:
1968, March 4 Los Angeles, California: An estimated 5,000 Chicano
high school students walk out of their classes to demonstrate for
better education in the Los Angeles school blowouts. 

1966, April 11 Sacramento, California: The National Farm Workers
Association 300 mile march, led by Cesar Chavez, arrives at the state
capitol on Easter Sunday, but the Governor refuses to interrupt his
holiday festivities to see them. 

1862, May 5 Defeat of the French at Puebla; General Ignacio Zaragoza
rallies the Mexican Army to defeat the French invaders. 

> Why does the calendar list the historic events as part of an annual
cycle rather than in chronological order? April-June page, Colegio Cesar Chavez 1979 calendar
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El Centro

Chicano Studies

political science

centro

 

the study of Chicanx and Latinx experiences through history, sociology, arts, and literature

 the study and analysis of systems of government and political activity

Spanish word for "center"

El Centro

By the time that Colegio Cesar Chavez closed its doors in 1983, Chicano Studies classrooms were a fixture of
colleges and universities across Oregon. 

Chicanos at Oregon State University:
Chicanx students at Oregon State University
established the Chicano Cultural Center in 1972,
later renamed the Centro Cultural Cesar Chavez.
Known as "El Centro" or the "4Cs," it served as an
organizing space for Chicanx students. 

Chicanos at Western Oregon University:
Jose Angel Gutierrez taught briefly at El Colegio
before moving to Western Oregon University. In
addition to teaching courses in Political Science
and History, Gutierrez actively recruited Chicano
students to the college and organized statewide
conferences on Mexican history and politics.

> How does the 1970s-1980s growth of Chicano Studies in Oregon relate to the Latinx youth activism of the
2016 #StandUpFG walkouts?

Western Oregon University Mexican Heritage Month
events in May 1984. José Angel Gutiérrez Papers

A protest at Oregon State University protest in response to the
passage of CA Prop 187, a bill designed to ban undocumented
people from using non-emergency public services, circa 1994.
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Dual Identity
with artwork by Alejandro Macias

Meet the artist
Alejandro Macias was born and raised in Brownsville, Texas, along the U.S./
Mexico border. He currently serves as an Assistant Professor at the
University of Arizona School of Art.

Alejandro says: "My work has been driven by my Mexican-American identity
and the current social-political climate. I address themes of heritage,
immigration, and ethnicity, which are set in contrast to....Americanization."

> How does Chicanismo show up in Alejandro's artwork and quote?
> If you could meet Alejandro, what questions would you ask?

Duality by Alejandro Macias
Americanization
Assimilation is when people come into conformity with the
culture of a dominant social group, from visible conformity
such as clothing style, to deeper conformity such as values
and beliefs. Assimilation in the U.S. is also called
Americanization.

> What spoken and visible identities, values, and beliefs are
associated with Americanization?
> How did Chicanismo reject Americanization?

Look closely
Take a whole minute to look closely at the
artwork by Alejandro Macias.

> How are the figures on the left and right
similar to one another? How are they
different?
> Based on the artwork, what do you think
the artist might say about identity?

Art activity
Create a dual self portrait. Draw two figures
of yourself. On the first figure, draw your
mouth only. Brainstorm the spoken pieces of
your identity: things people hear, like your
language, music, passions, religion, etc.
What colors or symbols represent your
spoken identity? Fill in the first figure with
colors and symbols of your spoken identity.

For the second figure, draw your eyes only.
Brainstorm the visual pieces of your identity:
things people see, like your appearance,
clothing style, family/friends,
age/generation, etc. What colors and
symbols represent your visible identity? Fill
in the second figure with colors and symbols
of your visible identity. 

> In what ways are your spoken and visual
identities similar and different?
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