
#StandUpFG Module 4:

The Power of Youth
How does #StandUpFG reflect the power of Latinx youth?

LATINX YOUTH ACTIVISM 
IN THE WILLAMETTE VALLEY

#StandUpFG



The Path
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History in the making

Even as the events of May 19, 2016, were still
unfolding, the students participating in walkouts and
solidarity actions in support of #StandUpFG
understood that their actions were historic. On social
media, youth described their actions as history in the
making; literally altering the course of history in Forest
Grove and beyond. 

> What makes something historical? Who decides
what people and events go down in history?

Ethnic Studies

 

Chicano/a/x

Chicano Movement/

El Movimiento

the interdisciplinary study of race and ethnicity, through the perspectives of major

underrepresented racial groups in the United States

a person of Mexican descent born in the United States

a civil rights movement of Mexican-Americans in the 1960s-1970s that established Chicano

identity; organized for rights for farmworkers, educational reform, and rejecting assimilation

Some of these youth saw themselves as part of a
long legacy of Ethnic Studies activism that stretches
back to the late 1960s. For them, the 2016 walkouts
taking place in Forest Grove and across the
Willamette Valley followed a path that had been
forged by Black and Brown youth in the past. 

They particularly referenced the 1968 East LA
walkouts, a pivotal moment in the early history of the
Chicano Movement. In 1968, Mexican-American
youth organized a four-day walkout to protest racism
and inequality in education at five East Los Angeles
High Schools. Some 15,000 students participated in
one of the most important mobilizations by Mexican-
American communities during the Civil Rights era.

> Compare the 1968 East LA walkouts to the 2016
#StandUpFG walkouts. In what ways has the
education system changed or remained the same?
> How do the #StandUpFG walkouts connect to the
legacy of the Chicano Movement?

walking the path



The Demands
The Demands, 2016

Latinx youth met a few weeks after the #StandUpFG
walkouts to discuss their demands and the direction of their
movement. A powerful consensus emerged in favor of
mandating an Ethnic Studies curriculum. Training teachers
about diversity, and diversifying the faculty, staff, and school
board were also top concerns. The youth linked their efforts
to the historical struggle for Ethnic Studies. They identified
the root issue as their erasure from the curriculum and their
absence from the ranks of teachers and school
administrators.

> Have you experienced lessons at school or another place
of learning that made you feel powerful? What was that
experience like?
> Why is it important to see people who look like you in the
books and materials you learn from?
> What tools are necessary for people to tell and preserve
their histories?

curriculum

power

Chicano Studies

the educational programs/courses of a school, often created by individual subject teachers

in people, the ability to control or influence events, particularly one's own circumstances

the study of Chicanx and Latinx experiences through history, sociology, arts, and literature

Latinx youth vote on their demands, 2016.

During the 1968 East LA walkouts, students had similarly stood
up and walked out to protest racial injustice in education and a
curriculum that had no meaningful connection to their lives. 
 Among the demands that East LA students presented to the
Board of Education was the creation of a curriculum that
emphasized the contributions of Mexican people to U.S.
society, and the recruitment and training of more Mexican-
American school administrators.

> How were the demands of the 2016 #StandUpFG walkouts
similar to the demands of the 1968 East LA walkouts?
> Why did students in both walkouts choose to demand Ethnic
Studies curriculum?

< Chicano Student Newspaper Vol. 1. No. 1, March 15, 1968
The pictured protest signs read: "Education Not Eradication," "We Demand Schools
That Teach," "Chicano Power," "Justicia," and "Viva La Raza." 
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The Demands, 1968



Pride
and Conclusion

Latino/a/x

legislation

a person of Latin American origin or descent

the process of making laws, enacted by a State Congress or U.S. Congress

A new chapter of Ethnic Studies

A new chapter in the history of Ethnic Studies may well
have started at Forest Grove High School. In June 2017, just
over a year after the #StandUpFG walkouts, Oregon
Governor Kate Brown signed HB2845 into law, making
Oregon the first state in the country to have a required K-12
Ethnic Studies curriculum. Since then thirteen other states
and the District of Columbia have passed legislation that
supports the teaching of Ethnic Studies. 

> How may have the power of Latinx youth led to Oregon
becoming the first state to require Ethnic Studies in K-12?
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map your learning

> What have you learned about Latinos in Oregon? Think about geography, history, language, etc.
> What have you learned about youth activism? Think about movements, specific activists, tactics, etc.
> What would you still like to learn about Latinos in Oregon or youth activism?

Compare your answers to the "Map Your Prior Knowledge" section on the introduction page of #StandUpFG
Module 1: It Breaks My Heart to see how your learning has grown! 

Pride

The most immediate consequence of #StandUpFG was
that it created a sense of pride in the youth who
participated. 

In an interview, #StandUpFG participant Cindy Muñoz’s
described a change in how she felt about being Latinx: “You
hear so many people talking bad about it, that you find the
good thing in your culture, you find the good things and
traditions [that]…make you feel proud of who you are.” “That
day,” she reflected, “you felt proud to be Latino, you were
surrounded by Latino faces, it was a very positive vibe.”

> What makes you feel proud of your culture?

This computer-generated image shows the frequency of
words appearing in tweets with the hashtag #StandUpFG.

Proud is one of the most frequently used words.



Life changing
with artwork by Kaadish oaxaca najera

Meet the artist
Kaadish Oaxaca Najera was born in Portland, Oregon, and raised by
Mexican immigrant parents. She attended high school at International
School of Beaverton and is currently a student at Portland Community
College majoring in Nursing.

Kaadish says: " I made it my goal as an artist to use my works... [to] start... a
conversation on the flawed immigration system."

> What flaws are Kaadish referring to? You may need to research this. 
> If you could meet Kaadish, what questions would you ask?

Ella Cruzó Por Mi by Kaadish Oaxaca Najeracrossing the Us-Mexico border

Crossing the border between the U.S. and Mexico on foot can be very dangerous. Once immigrants arrive in
the U.S., they frequently face language barriers, discrimination, and racism. Kaadish explains: "The words
“Ella Cruzó Por Mi” or “She Crossed For Me” is in honor of mothers who have crossed the often dangerous
journey in order to provide their children with an opportunity at a stable education. Often times immigrants
arrive without higher education and make it their goal to give their children more than they ever had."

> What motivates immigrants to face danger and discrimination in the United States?
> How does Kaadish's artwork support activism for political and social change?

Look closely
Take a whole minute to look closely at the artwork by
Kaadish Oaxaca Najera.

> What does the figure's clothing signify?
> What is the figure looking at?
> Based on the artwork, what do you think the artist
might say about pride?

Art activity

Think about someone who has done something
that changed your life; pick someone who your life
wouldn't be the same if they hadn't taken action.
This might be a parent, a friend, an activist, a hero,
or someone else.

Create a drawing that illustrates how this person
changed your life. You may look up reference
images and use any kind of materials. Be sure to
include yourself in your drawing! 

#StandUpFG Module 4: The Power of YouthFIVE OAKS MUSEUM  |


