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(Re)introducing Our New Codirector!
Congratulations Rachel Brumit

We are thrilled to welcome Rachel Brumit
into her new role as Codirector of Five Oaks
Museum!

Rachel has been with our museum family for
more than 5 years, starting as an
administrative assistant and having since
worked in nearly all capacities at the
organization.

We are so excited to have her join our collaborative leadership model alongside Codirector
Molly Alloy. Alloy will oversee the museum's guest curator program, exhibitions, grants,
communications, and learning, while Brumit will lead community-centered development and
stewardship, operations, and cultural resources.

“We were in need of an operational visionary,
who cares deeply about history and uplifting
voices, and who has the capacity and interest
in the work that comes along with co-
leadership,” Board Co-Chair Vanessa Benedetti
said. “Rachel has a depth of experience that aligns
greatly with the needs of Five Oaks Museum and her
vision for the future resonated strongly with the board
and staff.”

“Rachel’s ability to deepen our development work by cultivating relationships within
Washington County and beyond will be a key part of our organization's success going
forward,” Board Co-Chair Ameena Djanga added. “She is forward thinking and her
care for this work can be seen in the strategies she is putting into action.”



We can’t wait to see all that she accomplishes as Codirector. Her leadership abilities and
heart for this work already shine so brightly.

Read the full announcement here, and celebrate Rachel with a contribution today!!

Meet Our New Cultural Resources Manager
Welcoming Lewyn Nelson's to the Team

Please join us in welcoming Lewyn Nelson, who recently joined the Five Oaks Museum team
as our new Cultural Resources Manager!

Lewyn (they/them) has worked in museums, archives, and libraries for over 15 years. After
graduating with their Master's in Library and Information Science, they developed technical
expertise in digital collections as a Cataloger and Digital Archivist for the Academy of Motion
Pictures' photograph archive and later transitioned into the corporate sector where they
managed metadata for Nike's Global Brand Marketing department.

"My personal interest in genealogy, stories of
place, and underrepresented community histories
brought me to my new role as Cultural Resources
Manager at Five Oaks Museum," Lewyn shared.

"I am thrilled to work with and learn from
the collections and communities of
Washington County and help make these
resources more inclusive and accessible."

The Cultural Resources Manager oversees policies, practices, and systems that support the
museum’s cultural resources, optimizing their care, physical and digital organization, and
accessibility for the benefit of the community.

We are so excited to have Lewyn share their knowledge and collaborate with us on
preserving and sharing the captivating stories of Washington County. Please help us give
Lewyn a warm welcome!

Five Oaks Museum Showcase
Join us for a night of community celebration and inspiration

https://fiveoaksmuseum.org/five-oaks-museum-announces-new-codirector/
https://fiveoaksmuseum.org/donate/


We are already getting excited for next year's annual Showcase event! Once again Presenting
Sponsors Pat Reser and Bill Westphal are making possible a special night to celebrate the
museum's groundbreaking exhibitions, educational materials and programming, and all of the
incredible community leaders who bring our work to life.

We will have a program of local talent sharing stories, music, and art you won't want to miss.
Don't forget to mark your calendar today!

Year-End Matching Fund Opportunity!
Your Gift Will Have Twice the Impact this Holiday Season

Two donors have given gifts
to create a matching fund for
our end-of-year giving this
year!

An anonymous donor as
well as long-time
recurring giver, and local



artist, Marilyn Joyce have
created a matching
challenge up to $2000!
Thanks to their generosity
your gift can be doubled!

All one-time gifts and annual
impact totals for recurring
giving that come in through
the end of January 2024 will
be doubled - up to $4000
total!

Joyce's works, like this one, titled Fresh Air and Ancient Wisdom,
often use pigments made from locally foraged plants. She let us know
she wanted to share some of her earnings from a big sale this year so
that the benefit could return to the land from which the pigments
came - so beautiful. Thanks for living your values, Marilyn!

They'll double your gift, and we'll double your membership!

For new recurring giving at or beyond $5 per month, we are amplifying their gift by also
doubling your membership - you’ll get a free annual membership for enrolling as always, and
a second free membership to give as a gift.

Double your impact and get two free memberships
today!

Reciprocal Pass this month:

December:
Clark County Historical Museum
and Lan Su Chinese Garden
January:
Oregon Zoo

Did you know Five Oaks Museum members
get free access for four people to different participating area museums each month?

That means that if you sign up as a recurring giver to Five oaks Museum for $5+/month
today, you and seven loved ones can go to 14 area attractions over the course of 2024!!

Don't pass up the most affordable way to get cultured in 2024
;)

http://www.fiveoaksmuseum.org/donate
https://fiveoaksmuseum.org/membership/


The Gathering Place
Museum & Community Updates

Five Oaks Museum in the News: OPB
Congratulations to Stephanie Craig of Chachalu Museum and Cultural Center, among
other museum colleagues, on being featured in this great article called "Indigenous
efforts to decolonize museums gain momentum throughout Oregon". We are honored to
be mentioned alongside such important work. Read the full article here.

Five Oaks Museum in the News: Daily Barometer
Our work was also mentioned in a recent news article featuring David Lewis, PhD that
dives into the history and spirituality of the Kalapuya Tribe. Read the full article here.

APANO Research Fellow: Opened Tuesday, Dec 5, 2023
APANO Communities United Fund (CUF) is seeking a research fellow or team to work
closely with community members, APANO CUF staff, and local historians to research the
site history, interview previous owners, chefs, workers, and also capture histories and
stories of other landmark American Chinese restaurants from the past 100 years in
Portland. Learn more and apply here.

Request for Qualifications: Albina Library Sculpture Series
In partnership with Multnomah County Library (MCL), the Regional Arts & Culture Council
(RACC) invites artists/artist teams living in Oregon and Washington to submit
qualifications for a series of site-specific exterior artworks located along the new south
side entry path and within the new interior courtyard at the soon-to-be renovated Albina
Library. Learn more and apply here.

Call for Proposals: PNW History Conference
The 2024 Pacific Northwest History Conference will take place in Portland On October 18
and 19, 2024: “History Everywhere, All at Once.” The program committee is working to
organize a conference that recognizes the challenges faced by the historic events of
recent years while creating a space for participants and attendees to share how they are
using regional history to make meaning of, or to escape from, the present — and to
imagine the future. Learn more and submit a proposal here.
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