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MAY 13, 2024

DAY 1

Do you know who Mohala Youth Council are? +1?

Led by the youth members of Ka ‘Aha Lahui O ‘Olekona Hawaiian Civic Club of Oregon and
SW Washington, Mohala Youth Council aims to foster the practice of stewardship,
community, and cultural values among ‘Opio (youth) through leadership development,
community organizing, and advocacy. ¥

We strive to elevate the voices of ‘Opio by engaging ‘Opio in civic activities to establish
intergenerational understanding and facilitate leadership opportunities. @

#mohalayouthcouncil #maikaikekaloikaoha #youthleadership #youthempowerment
#wearethechange #mohalaxfiveoaks
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https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/mohalayouthcouncil/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/maikaikekaloikaoha/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/youthleadership/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/youthempowerment/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/wearethechange/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/mohalaxfiveoaks/

MAY 14, 2024
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Day 2
What is happening at Aloha High School and how is M6ohala involved?Ea?

Since the beginning, Mohala Youth Council has had student members from Aloha High
School who have experienced the school’s cultural appropriation first hand, with their
attempts at making a change with admin proving successful. In an attempt to provide the
schools Pacific Islanders with a space to voice their concerns surrounding this issue, as
well as to provide them with meaningful affinity space, one of our members founded Aloha
High School's Pacific Islander Club. @@

Students at Aloha High have successfully created petitions that gathered 200+ signatures
to ensure no further use of the school's logo in new construction and have been involved
in school conversations/meetings about the school’s future use (or discontinuation) of their

logo. £ X

Mohala hopes to continue to be a hub for Pacific Islander students from around the
Beaverton School District and the State of Oregon to be involved in this conversation as we
urge the district to center the perspective of impacted, Pacific Islander youth. = 2@
#mohalayouthcouncil #maikaikekaloikaoha #youthleadership #youthempowerment
#wearethechange #mohalaxfiveoaks #alohahighschool #culturalappropriation



https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/mohalayouthcouncil/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/maikaikekaloikaoha/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/youthleadership/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/youthempowerment/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/wearethechange/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/mohalaxfiveoaks/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/alohahighschool/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/culturalappropriation/

MAY 15, 2024

DAY 3
Aloha mai kakou! We are partnering with Five Oaks Museum to raise awareness about

Aloha High School's mascot change. Our goal is to reach a wider audience and amplify the
impact of this important initiative. For more information please visit @mohala_yc and
@kalohcc. You can also visit our website: kalohcc.org §§:% #mohalayouthcouncil
#maikaikekaloikaoha #youthleadership #youthempowerment #wearethechange
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Aloha mai kakou! We are the Méhala Youth
Council, in collaboration with Five Oaks Museum,
working to raise awareness about the situation at

Aloha High School. When planning this out, we
met with Aloha High School Principal, Matt Casteel
in order to move forward with changing the
mascot.
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MAY 16, 2024

DAY 4
What does it mean to be a warrior? & 4L

Na Koa are the warriors of Hawai‘i that the Aloha High School mascot is likely to be
modeled after. Na Koa were highly trained in the martial art of Lua, and trained to be
strategists and protectors. These mentally and physically strong warriors were often Al
(royalty), but only the highest ranked were allowed to wear mahi‘ole - the feathered helmet
on AHS's mascot.

As a result of the Aloha mascot seeming to be modeled after the attire of an Ali‘i (royalty),
we hope that symbols of royalty and King Kamehameha can be better respected than they
currently are.

#mohalayouthcouncil #maikaikekaloikaoha #youthleadership #youthempowerment
#wearethechange #mohalaxfiveoaks #alohahighschool #culturalappropriation
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MAY 17, 2024

DAY 5

MASCOT SUIT: The “Warrior” mascot suit used by the school at events misrepresents and
disrespects the traditional attire of high-ranking Koa, inaccurately depicting their battle
attire.

PINEAPPLES: The use of pineapples in the school's decorations and marketing perpetuates
an inaccurate stereotype of Hawaiian culture, ignoring the fruit's historical association with
colonization and economic exploitation by businesses like the Dole plantation.

THE HUT: The student store named “The Hut,” with its cartoonish bamboo lettering and
tropical stickers, simplifies and misrepresents the complex and intentional architecture of
traditional Native Hawaiian homes.

THE REAL MEANING OF ‘OHANA: The school's use of the word ‘Ohana, derived from the
legend of Haloa and representing the reciprocal relationships and generational
sustainability within a community, lacks understanding of its deep cultural significance
beyond just “family.”

TIKI AWARDS: The tiki statues given as athletic awards are offensive and disrespectful to
Hawaiian culture, as they inaccurately represent ki‘i, sacred sculptures of deities, and
trivialize the craftsmanship and cultural importance behind them.

FAKE LEIS: The school's use of fake leis for rewarding students undermines the cultural
significance and craftsmanship of real leis, which are meaningful gifts and adornments in
Hawaiian culture.

For a more in-depth explanation of the cultural significance of all photos in this post, visit
Mohala Youth Council's Instagram Bio (@mohala yc) = #

#mohalayouthcouncil #maikaikekaloikaoha #youthleadership #youthempowerment
#wearethechange #mohalaxfiveoaks #alohahighschool #culturalappropriation
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MAY 17, 2024
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PLEASE SEE CAPTMON:FOR:FURTHER INSIGHT

The Aloha High School
Community is often internally
referred to as an “Ohana Family”

A HIGH SCHOOL
THURSDAY, MAY 30TH
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WARRIORS

In using pineapples as a reocurring

. 'OHANA ) ! : !
Bl T e——. We Are Warriors. We Are 'Oha"a- decoration, Aloha High school is

: taking part in an inaccurate stereotype
Aloha High school often uses the word : B 7
‘Ohana to simply be the translation of of Hawaiian culture. They are allowing
family or the popular phrase from Lilo and their students to pass a blind eye to a
Stitch. Given the way its used everywhere, S
it is clear they lack undefstanding of the bold symbol of colonization.
cultural implications of “ohana”.




MAY 17,

Fake leis were awarded
to students with good

GPA's and can currently
be seen around or worn

on occasion as
decoration. Making a lei
isa common but

important craft in
Hawai'i and can
represent something
different depending on
e--\_-hat the lei is made of
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Aloha High Kamehameha
School Logo Publishing
Logo

Note the similarities between
Aloha High School's logo and
another logo intentionally made
to represent King Kamehameha
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MAY 17, 2024

1st & 2nd Period BUY YOUR TEARBOOK TODAY
8:05am - 8:50 am

3rd & 4th Period
9:40 am - 10:25 am  Passes A
11:45am - 12:15pm  Passes Al

& Tth & 8th Period

1:20 pm - 2:05 pm Passes Al

All around the school there
are banners, flyers,
classroom decorations, etc.

which use stereotypical
“Hawaiian” aesthetics

While Aloha High school has
altered many more extreme
instances of cultural disrespect,
it is not enough for the issue to
be considered corrected .
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MAY 18, 2024

DAY 6

Mohala Youth Council asked Pacific Islander students from around the Beaverton School
District, “How do you feel about the cultural appropriation happening at Aloha High School
regarding the use of Native Hawaiian culture as a brand?” The response was
overwhelmingly against the cultural misuse and students described their feelings towards
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the matter as “disrespectful”, “messed up”, “ill-informed”, and “mockery”.

This is the last day of our Instagram Takeover with Five Oaks Museum, but our work to stop
the inaccurate use of Native Hawaiian Culture at Aloha High School won't end here. We
urge Aloha High School, the Beaverton School District, and the community to listen to the
students they are impacting and make the necessary changes to recognize cultural values
and history. For more updates on this issue, follow aloha_piclub, @kalohcc, and

@mohala yc!
Mahalo nui loa, Five Oaks Museum! A hui hou!. '@ -@mohala yc
#mohalayouthcouncil #maikaikekaloikaoha #youthvoice #youthleadership

#youthempowerment #wearethechange #mohalaxfiveoaks #alohahighschool
#culturalappropriation
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cultural appr n happening
at Aloha High School regarding

the use of Native Hawaiian
culture as a brand?
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