
Replenish The Root -In-Class Presentation

Goals & Themes of the Presentation
❖ Develop a sense of connection to the Tualatin Valley
❖ Cultivate an appreciation and respect for Native land

stewardship
❖ Embrace interconnectedness and mutual

responsibility to all living beings, as modeled by oak savanna
communities

❖ Supplement and support the TH/SH lesson plans
and Essential Understandings of Native Americans in Oregon
developed by Oregon’s nine federally recognized tribes.

Presentation Description
Students participate in a hands-on, interactive exploration of the Oregon white oak savannas
that once flourished in the Tualatin and Willamette Valleys under Kalapuyan stewardship. This
hour-long presentation focuses on human and ecological communities, blending social studies
and science disciplines. It can be supplemented with an art activity in which students make leaf
impressions that encourage identification of and relationship with Oregon white oak.

Tribal History/Shared History - ODE Website, Beaverton TH/SH Lesson Links

TH/SH Essential Understanding 1: Since Time Immemorial
The presentation supports a rich understanding of Indigenous Peoples’ deep and

continued relationship with and stewardship of the Tualatin and Willamette Valleys, focusing in
particular on local Tualatin Kalapuya agency. Only through millennia of Native stewardship have
the oak savannas and the ecological community of this region thrived.

TH/SH Essential Understanding 6: Lifeways
Native peoples are integral to their human and their ecological communities. This

presentation blurs subjective boundaries between those communities with the understanding
that, using practices and traditions like cultural burning, Indigenous people of the Tualatin
Valley have created rich, abundant ecosystems for thousands of years and continue to do so
today.

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/equity/nativeamericaneducation/pages/senate-bill-13-tribal-historyshared-history.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/equity/NativeAmericanEducation/Documents/SB13%20Curriculum/CLEAN%20Essential%20Understandings%20of%20Native%20Americans%20in%20Oregon%20June%202020%20(002).pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/equity/nativeamericaneducation/pages/senate-bill-13-tribal-historyshared-history.aspx
https://www.beaverton.k12.or.us/departments/teaching-learning/multilingual/american-indianalaska-native-education-program-title-vi/tribal-history-shared-history-sb13-educator-resource-center


Through a hands-on, whole-class activity, students model the important role that humans
play in Oregon white oak ecology.

TH/SH Lessons to Pair with the In-Class Presentation:
● 4th Grade Soc Science: People Groups

○ The presentation reinforces Tualatin Kalapuyan stewardship of the Tualatin Valley
and situates understanding of the Tualatin in terms of other Kalapuyan tribes, as
part of the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde, and within a wider understanding
of the numerous tribes of the PNW.

● 4th Grade Math: Getting to Know Native Americans in Oregon
○ While orienting students to Kalapuyan life on the land since time immemorial, the

presentation reinforces understanding of the Lower Willamette as one of the most
densely populated regions in pre-colonial North America due to stewarded
ecological abundance.

● 5th Grade Science: Food, Energy, and Seasonal Rounds
○ The presentation dives deep into local Tualatin Valley Seasonal Rounds, centering

on cultural burning as a method of creating a rich, food-abundant ecology with
acorns, camas, wapato, and wild game. Kalapuyan stewardship means that the
Kalapuya are not simply reactive to their ecosystem, but integral to it.

● 8th Grade Health: Native Nutrition
○ Hands-on discussion of first-foods (acorns, camas, waptao, etc) reinforce local

Tualatin Valley ecological abundance and native nutrition. Acorns, in particular, are
high in proteins, fats, and nutrients and require less up-front work and processing
than most meats. Moreover, savanna stewardship allows in light for other foods like
camas and tarweed. The interactive lesson reinforces the enormous diversity and
health of Kalapuyan diet.

● 8th Grade Science: Human Impacts on the Environment
○ Whereas the TH/SH lesson dives deep into how dams have negatively impacted

salmon, the presentation builds on the ideas of human impact on the environment
from the other direction–positive stewardship to create ecologies of abundance. As
part of the wider community of plants and animals, Tualatin Kalapuya show that
humans can be integral to ecological communities.

● 10the Grade Science: Food Sovereignty and Environmental Stability
○ The presentation reinforces the TH/SH understandings of traditional food systems

and sustainability, focusing intently on first foods within the Tualatin Valley and
developing a personal connection to the ecologies that they’re a part of.

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/equity/NativeAmericanEducation/Documents/G4%20SS%20LP%20People_Groups_of_Oregon.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/equity/NativeAmericanEducation/Documents/G4%20MTH%20LP%20Getting%20to%20Know%20Native%20Americans%20in%20Oregon%20revised%205%2031%2020.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/equity/NativeAmericanEducation/Documents/G5%20SC%20LP%20Seasonal%20Rounds%2011%202%2020.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/equity/NativeAmericanEducation/Documents/G8%20HLTH%20LP%20Native%20Nutrition.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/equity/NativeAmericanEducation/Documents/G8%20SC%20LP%20Human%20Impacts%20on%20the%20Environment%209%2020%2020.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/equity/NativeAmericanEducation/Documents/G10%20SC%20LP%20Food%20Sovereignty.pdf


● 10th Grade Science: Land Management and Partnerships
○ The presentation identifies traditional land management practices with a focus on

cultural burnings and discusses times in which tribal governments are working with
other agencies to support resource management and ecosystem restoration.

● 10th Grade Science: Seasonal Rounds & Ecosystems
○ The presentation uses the understandings of seasonal rounds, first foods, and

ecological abundance from the lesson, focusing specifically on the Tualatin Valley.
The interdependence of humans and ecological communities is emphasized.

ODE 2024 Social Studies Standards

Relevant 3rd Grade Social Studies Standards: (Focus - Our Community and Beyond)
● Geography - Human Environmental Interaction: 3.G.HE.6: Describe and compare how the
physical and human geography of different Oregon regions affects the attributes of
local communities.

● Geography - Human Environmental Interactions 3.G.HE.7: Identify and analyze Oregon’s
natural resources and describe how people in Oregon and other parts of the world use
them.

Relevant 4th Grade Social Studies Standards: (Focus - Oregon)
● Geography - Migration and Movement: 4.G.MM.4 - Compare and contrast varying
patterns of exploration and settlement in the PNW over time, considering how physical
features and the availability of natural resources affected exploration and settlement
patterns.

● Geography - Migration and Movement: 4.G.MM.5 - Migration and Movement: Explain how
the contributions of the Indigenous Tribes of Oregon and various historical and
contemporary immigrant groups create the diverse culture of present-day Oregon

● Geography - Human Interaction & Interconnection: 4.G.HI.6 - Assess how physical
geography and changing environmental factors affect land use and shape the cultural
characteristics of a society.

● Geography - Human Environmental Interaction: 4G.GE.8 - Utilize the Social Science Tribal
History Shared History lessons to explore the relationship of the Nine federally
recognized Tribes in Oregon with physical and human geography. (This presentation
supplements, but does not replace, TH/SH lessons)

● History - Continuity & Change: 4.H.CH.1 - Identify and examine the Indigenous
sovereign people of Oregon prior to and during waves of exploration and settlement from
Europe and the U.S.

● History - Communities & Pluralism: 4.H.CP.6 - Identify the history, religion, languages,

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/equity/NativeAmericanEducation/Documents/G10%20SC%20LP%20Land%20Management.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/equity/NativeAmericanEducation/Documents/G10%20SC%20LP%20SeasonalRoundsandEcosystems.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/standards/socialsciences/Documents/Final2024SocialScienceStandardsACCESSIBLE.pdf


and cultural practices of the Indigenous tribes of Oregon and examples of resistance and
resilience to immigration and settlement by the United States.

Relevant 5th Grade Social Studies Standards: (Focus - Colonial and Early US History to 1800)
● Geography- Human Environmental Interaction: 5.G.HE.8 - Describe how physical, human,

and political features influence events, movements, and adaptation to the environment.
● Geography- Human Environmental Interaction: 5.G.HE.9 - Describe how technological
developments, societal decisions, and personal practices affect sustainability in the
United States

● History- Communities & Pluralism: 5.H.CP.10 Analyze the distinct way of knowing and
living amongst the different American Indian tribes of North America before contact.

Relevant 6th/7th Grade Social Studies Standards: (Focus Paleolithic to 900 CE and 600 CE to
1900 CE)

● Geography- Human Interaction & Interconnection: 6/7.G.HI.4 - Identify and describe how
the physical geography and human characteristics of places influence cultural
attributes such as politics, law, religion, diet, architecture, and the construction of race,
ethnicity, and gender.

● Geography- Human Environmental Interaction: 6/7.G.HE.6 - Identify how physical
environments influence and effect changes in population, technical advancements,
culture, and approaches to resource use, stewardship, and sustainability from the
Paleolithic to 900 CE.

Relevant 8th Grade Social Studies Standards: (Focus US History 1780 - 1865)
● Geography- Human Interaction & Interconnection: 8.G.HI.5 - Identify and explain

examples of the influence of physical geography on human cultural elements such as
law, religion, diet, and architecture.

●
● Geography- Human Interaction & Interconnection: 8.G.HI.6 - Identify and describe how

the physical and human characteristics of places and regions connect to human
identities and cultures.

● History- Communities & Pluralism: 8.H.CP.10 - Identify and explain the contributions and
experiences of individuals from traditionally underrepresented identities in Oregon
and the United States.

Relevant HS Social Studies: (Focus US Post 1865 and Modern World Post 1750)
● Geography - Human Environmental Interaction: HS.G.HE.11 - Identify and describe how

the relationship to land, utilization of natural resources, displacement, and land
ownership affects historically underrepresented identities, cultures, and communities.


